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On Aug. 7, President Alberto Fujimori declared a 30-day state of emergency in Lima and 10
provinces in response to a threatened strike by police and generalized unrest. A communique
said only that the army would ensure public order in the affected areas, which include Callao,
Arequipa, Cusco, Puno (south), Chimbote, Huarez, Trujillo, Chiclayo, Piura (north), and Maynas
(east). On Aug. 2, the president dismissed 200 officers and 1,000 police, asserting that they were
corrupt, and involved with paramilitary groups, highway assaults and kidnapping. In addition,
Fujimori ordered the retirement of the narcotics police chief, and fired the commander of the navy.
On the evening of Aug. 6, residents looted markets in some areas of the capital city. The government
dispatched armored cars and helicopter gunships flew overhead while soldiers conducted armored
patrols to restore order. Some observers attributed the looting to fears of government economic
austerity measures to be announced in the near future. Police reported Aug. 7 that two bomb
explosions targeting thousands of workers participating in a protest march against austerity and
impoverishment in downtown Lima left four persons injured, one seriously. The march was
organized by the Intersectoral Confederation of State Workers (CITE). Bank employees, miners and
laid off and unemployed persons joined CITE union members. The new school semester, scheduled
to begin Aug. 6, was postponed until Aug. 13. (Basic data from AFP, 08/06/90, 08/07/90)
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